
 

 

ISSUE 14 - WEDNESDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2017 

Term 3 2017 

 Monday 18 September 
 Kinder Excursion to 
 Eastside Activity Centre 

 Tuesday 19 September 
 Aqua Pod Assembly 
 2:00pm 

 Wednesday 27 September 
 Purple Pod Assembly 
 2:00pm 

 Friday 29 September 
 Garden Working Bee 
 12:00 - 2:30pm 
 
 Final Day for Students 

 Monday 16 October 
 Term 4 Commences 

 Monday 16 and 
 Tuesday 17 October 
 Grade 6 Band Workshop 
 DEC 
 

Absence Line 

6249 0699 

Call any time to leave a 

message about a student’s 

absence or use our skoolbag 

app 

Dear Families, 
It has been a busy fortnight around our school with the start of spring but more rain and cold 
temperatures than we had in winter. Hopefully our spring days with 20 degree temperatures aren’t 
too far away. 
 

Championship carnivals 
This year we had seven students selected in the Northern 
Magpies regional teams for both football and netball. Paige, 
Miracal, Mia and Karley were all selected for Netball and played 
five games over the space of the day. The girls were broken up 
into two divisions with Miracal, Mia and Karley playing in Div one 
and Paige playing in Div two. The Div one team unfortunately 
didn’t win their games but the Div two team won one. 
 

Connor, Jye and Kyden were selected in the football team and 
played three games over the day. Unfortunately the team didn’t 
win any games on the day. 
 

Congratulations to our seven selected players, the most the 
school have ever had selected in the Northern Magpie teams. A 
big thanks also to Mr Polanowski and Miss Cole who gave up 
their lunchtimes coaching our school teams over terms two and 
three.  
 

'Fuelling a mental health crisis': Instagram worst social 
network for young people's mental health 
 

Over the last week the school has been dragged into a few social 
media issues that have occurred outside of school hours on 
networks like snapchat, Facebook, instant messenger and even 
online gaming. These issues are of a real concern because they 
unnecessarily mess with kids in an online environment that is 
difficult for parents and families to monitor and are an 
unnecessary distraction for schools to deal with.  
 

Children’s social media behaviour at home is not a school issue. 
We do not provide children with devices and we don’t provide 
them with an internet connection at home. This is 100% a parent’s responsibility. The issue did 
however get me thinking about the effect of social media on kids and I started looking around for 
research on the relationship between social media and increased mental health issues for kids. 
 

The Royal Society for Public Health (RSPH) researched the effects in their #status of mind survey 
and found that of the most popular social media sites in the world only You Tube was found to 
have a positive net impact (if monitored by parents). They ranked the sites from less damaging to 
most damaging… 
 
The impact of five social media sites were evaluated in the following order: 
 
1. YouTube (the only platform with a positive net impact) 
2. Twitter 
3. Facebook 
4. Snapchat 
5. Instagram (most negative) 
 
 

Levies - Final Notice 
Thank you to those families who have paid or are in the 
process of paying off your school accounts. We 
appreciate the effort you have made. 
  
Student Assistance (STAS) forms for 2017 are available 
from the office. Please be advised that outstanding 2017 
accounts will be forwarded to Department of Education 
Central office on 21 December 2017. 

Canteen Volunteers 
Urgently needed! 

Windermere Primary Canteen operates five days a week 
as a service to students. This year some of our 
volunteers have moved on from the school so we would 
welcome new volunteers to assist. Help is required with 
preparing lunches, serving at the counter, cleaning up or 
behind the scenes.  
 
Even if you can only assist once per term it is a help or 
perhaps you have younger children in childcare and can 
only help for part of the day. Everyone is welcome 
(including dads, grandparents etc). 
 
It is sometimes hard to commit to a long period of time or 
regular day in the canteen but any small amount of 
assistance can greatly ease the pressure on regular 
volunteers. 
 
Canteen help can be as little as preparing salads or 
vegetables, preparing recess items, restocking fridges in 
the mornings to helping for a whole day. 
 
Please consider if you are able to assist in keeping this 
service available to students. If you can help, contact the  
office or drop by the canteen and see Donna.  

Absences 
If your child is absent for any reason you must let school 
know by phoning our absence line 6249 0699 and 
leaving a detailed message as to the reason they are 
away. You can also let us know via the Skoolbag app. 

Term Dates 2017 
 

Term 3 25 July - 29 Sep 

Term 4 16 Oct - 21 Dec 

Student Free Day - 27 Oct 

School Times 

9:00 - 11:00 (recess) 
11:00 - 11:20 
11:20 - 1:15  
1:15 - 1:45 (lunch) 
1:45 - 2:45 



Purple Pod News 
Welcome to Purple Pod news for Week 8 – what a wonderful term it has been so far! Firstly, I would like to thank the students for the 
outstanding work that was displayed for Literacy and Numeracy week. The work that was showcased demonstrated the high quality of 
learning occurring in all of the Upper Primary classrooms. It was lovely to see the students proudly touring their parents and grandparents 
around the library. It was also great to see such a large number of people visiting the Upper Primary classrooms. Thank you to everyone 
that attended. 
 

You may be aware that NAPLAN online is being introduced across Australia over three years from 2017. Tasmanian Government schools 
will be administering NAPLAN online from 2019. NAPLAN online will provide better assessment, more precise results and faster 
turnaround of information. Our school has opted to trial the new assessment platform (the computer system the test will be taken on) and 
assess our readiness to participate in NAPLAN Online from 2019. This trial is called the School Readiness Test (SRT). The SRT is not a 
test of student achievement and results will not form part of a student’s overall assessment, instead it is a test of the school’s 
infrastructure capabilities. Participating in this trial is important for Windermere, as it will help us ensure that we have adequate internet 
connectivity, and whether students have access to sufficient number of devices for NAPLAN testing. During the trial, our school will have 
the opportunity to practice managing the classroom logistics for an online assessment and the new test administration processes. 
Feedback from schools participating in the trial will inform transition to the online assessment as well as provide valuable feedback to 
shape the final development of the NAPLAN online platform. The SRT has not been constructed to assess curriculum knowledge, but 
rather to provide students an opportunity to experience the types of questions that will be included in the new online assessment. During 
this week selected students in Year 4 will participate in the trial of the assessment platform, by undertaking two online tests that include 
examples of the new NAPLAN online questions. 
Each test will take approximately 45 minutes to 
complete. Participation in this trial is a key step to 
ensuring a successful NAPLAN online experience.    
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
students and staff for their dedication. If you have 
further questions, please do not hesitate in 
contacting me at the school. 
 

Our last Purple Pod assembly for Term Three will be 
held on Tuesday 20 September beginning at 2:00pm. 
Year 3/4 Purtell, 3/4 Mohamad and 3/4 Peck will be 
sharing their learning. Come along for tea, coffee, 
cakes and a catch up in the hall from 1:15pm. We 
look forward to seeing you all there! 
 

Ange Crane 
Assistant Principal 
 
CLASS CONTRIBUTION: 3/4 Mohamad 
 

On Monday 11 September, 3/4 Mohamad were lucky enough to have Paul and Woody from 
Hit 100.9 Hobart FM radio station come along and run radio school with the students. Each 
student was given the opportunity to research their favourite singer or band, and then 
discuss their musician on the radio. This was a brilliant and fun opportunity for each student 
to practice their public speaking skills and hear themselves on radio. 

Instagram, which has over 700 million users worldwide, appeared to be more detrimental to young people's mental health when 
compared to Snapchat, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. The survey found that social media sites pose a real and immediate threat to 
the health of young people.  
 
“Social media has been described as more addictive than cigarettes and alcohol, and is now so entrenched in the lives of young 
people that it is no longer possible to ignore it when talking about young people's mental health issues", according to the survey. "It's 
interesting to see Instagram and Snapchat ranking as the worst for mental health and wellbeing - both platforms are very image-
focused and it appears they may be driving feelings of inadequacy and anxiety in young people. "The platforms that are supposed to 
help young people connect with each other may actually be fuelling a mental health crisis"  
 
The report offers an insight into the possible link between mental illness and heavy social media use. Young people who spend more 
than two hours per day connecting on social networking sites are more likely to suffer from increased levels of psychological distress, 
depression, anxiety and suicidal ideation, according to the report. 
 
Our students are all under the legal age deemed appropriate for the mental capacity of people using social media at 13 years old. We 
do not support it, the research on the effects that it has on our kids doesn’t support it either. The negative effect that it can have on 
your kids might not surface for years after… 
 
Duncan Groves 
Principal 

Aqua Pod News 
What a busy, but wonderful few weeks in Aqua Pod.  It is always 
pleasing to see so many families and friends in the pod viewing and 
celebrating their children’s work. Last week was Literacy and 
Numeracy week and thank you for attending our mini expo. All the 
classes and teachers worked so hard on the work they presented. It 
was great to see the children showing family members and friends 
their work and the excitement on their faces when sharing what they 
had produced.   
 
Prep/1 Grela have been exploring the 100’s chart in class. They have 
been learning to count on and skip counting by counting in 2’s, 5’s 
and 10’s.  
 
 
There are only a few more weeks in Term 3 and it is important to continue reading with your child at home and talking about 
maths. Thank you for putting the time and effort in to read at home. It is wonderful to see many Prep/1 students receiving Home 
Reading certificates.  
 
The Kindergarten classes will be going on an excursion on Monday 18 September to Eastside Activity Centre. They are exploring their 
physical health and wellbeing as related to the Early Years Learning Framework. We hope they have a great time. 
 
Heather Keeling 
A/Advanced Skills Teacher 
 

Black Pod News 
It’s been another busy few weeks here in Black Pod. Students and teachers continue to work hard 
as the end of term fast approaches.  

Thank you to everybody who came along to our Literacy and Numeracy Week Exhibition last 
Tuesday. You only had to glance around the library to see how excited children were to be 
sharing their hard work with their special person. We love seeing you at our LiFT afternoons each 
Tuesday. Spending time with your child in the school setting and seeing what they’ve been 
learning is so powerful. 

As well as the exhibition, we also did some other wonderful things to celebrate Literacy and 
Numeracy Week. Last Friday many of our children participated in The Great Book Swap. Children 
loved the novelty of swapping an old book for something new. There were lots of books to choose 
from and children had fun ‘shopping’ for their new book. Definitely something we’ll do again next 
year.  

I was blown away to receive almost 90 entries into the Literacy and Numeracy Week Maths 
Challenge, many of which came from Black Pod students! It is obvious that students and their families put a great 
amount of effort into these posters, so thank you. It is so easy to incorporate Maths learning into our everyday 
lives. Here are a few simple things you can try with your child at home: 

 Give your child some coins to practice counting money.  

 Look for shapes (2D and 3D) and patterns in the environment.  

 Get your child to help with the cooking. Cooking involves lots of counting and measuring.  

 Give your child number problems to solve and get them to explain their thinking. For 

example, ‘Sarah had 12 biscuits to share between four people. How many biscuits did each 
person get?’. Ask your child to explain their thinking with questions such as ‘How did you get that 
answer?’, ‘Why do you think that?’ or ‘Can you prove it?’ 

Kirby Medcraft 
A/Assistant Principal 
 



As part of our school wide Positive Behaviour Support process, we would like to celebrate and acknowledge wonderful 

students in our school. 

 

BADGE OF HONOUR RECIPIENTS 

Congratulations to the following students who have received our prestigious Respect and Responsibility Award.  This award is 

given to students who consistently demonstrate our 3 Rs : 

 

 

Respect for Self 

Respect for Others 

Responsibility for all your Actions 

Congratulations to :   

 

 

As part of our school wide Positive Behaviour Support process, we would like to celebrate and acknowledge these 

wonderful students in our school. 

Merit Certificates — 30 August 2017 

 

LILY 

for the way she approaches all her 

learning tasks. She consistently gives 

100% and is always looking for 

opportunities to extend her learning.  

JAY 

for making mature decisions in the 

classroom and showing ongoing 

improvement in his attitude towards 

learning.  

NICHOLAS 

for always completing maths tasks to 

the best of his ability and beyond. 

 

TOMASINA 

for her outstanding efforts in all 

subject areas and always displaying 

leadership in the class. 

 

ISABEL 

for the respectful way she listens to 

others and the dedication she shows 

when completing all class tasks. 

 

KAIDEN 

for the wonderful improvements he 

has made to his behaviour both in 

the classroom and in the playground. 

 

PHOENIX 

for his improved attitude towards his 

learning. This will help him achieve 

the best he can in all learning areas. 

 

BEAU 

for an improved work ethic in all 

subject areas and for making the right 

learning choices. 

 

ISOBEL 

for always working to the best of her 

ability and pushing herself to new 

heights in recent weeks. 

 

BRYDEE 

for her outstanding work ethic and 

her ability to persevere when faced 

with challenging tasks. Brydee always 

takes pride in the presentation of her 

work and has impeccable manners. 
 

EMMI 

for her hard work and achievement in 

literacy groups. Emmi listens carefully 

and applies what she has learnt into 

work. Keep up the great work, Emmi!  

JORJA 

for her increased participation in 

class discussions and fantastic journal 

writing in our convict unit. 

 

CHLOE 

for her keen interest in the Tree 

House Challenge and insightful 

observations on the Eco-Leader 

excursion.  

LINCOLN 

for displaying excellent maths 

understanding and an enthusiasm for 

his and the classes learning. 

 

COREY 

for his fantastic commitment and 

pride taken in his recent English 

tasks. 

 
 

 

MIA 

for her care and persistent efforts 

when tackling mathematical problems. 

 
 

 

 

 

 Sophie  
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