
 

 

ISSUE 1 - WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2018 

Term 1 2018 

 

 Wednesday 21 February 
- Friday 23 February 

     Grade 5/6 camp 
 Spring Beach 
 Friday 23 February 
     LiL Open Day 
 9:00am - 11:00am 

 Tuesday 27 February 
     Eat, Meet & Greet 
 8:15am 

 Tuesday 6 March 
     Grade 3-6 Athletics 

Carnival 
 

School Times 

9:00 - 11:00 (recess) 

11:00 - 11:20 

11:20 - 1:15  

1:15 - 1:45 (lunch) 

1:45 - 2:45 

Absence Line 

6249 0699 

Call any time to leave a 

message about a student’s 

absence or use our skoolbag 

app 

Term Dates 2018 
 
Term 1  7 Feb - 13 April 
Easter  30 March - 3 April 
Term 2  30 April - 6 July 
Term 3  24 July - 28 Sep 
Term 4  15 Oct - 20 Dec 

Dear families,  

Unfortunately last Sunday I had a fall off my mountain bike and have badly 
broken my arm and wrist. I have surgery today which will see me out of 
action for the next week or so.  Rebecca Jubb and Kirby Medcraft will be co 
principals whilst I’m away. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a brighter note, we have had a fantastic first two weeks back even on 
generator power. It has been wonderful to see the settled start that our 82 
Kinders have had during their introduction to school life. Our ELC staff  have 
settled into the new building and playgrounds and work continues in 
completing the new southern playground behind the ELC. 

The Falcon Road car park works are continuing and should be completed in 
the next week or two. A big thanks to all drivers during pick up for your 
patience and understanding whilst these works continue as there have been 
long traffic queues. One way traffic flow through to Falcon Road will be a 
welcome relief. 

150 of our Grade 5-6’s are on camp this week up at Spring Beach, Orford. 
Thanks to the commitment of the 5-6 teaching team who have given up their 
time this week to run the camp. A huge thanks to the amazing Francis Cole 
– “Queen of Camps” for her organisation and co-ordination.  

Looking forward to catching up with you all once I have this wrist sorted out. 

  

Duncan Groves 
Principal 

Levies - Due Now 
Thank you to those families who have paid or are in the 
process of paying off your school accounts. 
 
School levies form an essential proportion of school 
income and the large amount of outstanding accounts 
affects the school’s ability to offer extra resources and 
experiences to our students. 
 
If you receive Student Assistance (STAS) you are still 
required to pay for Activities Day, Brass Band and end of 
year grade six activities and camp as the STAS payments 
to the school do not cover the cost of these activities. 
 

Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is now run through the 
office. Hours are 9:00am - 3:00pm. 
 

Absences 
If your child is absent for any reason you must let school 
know by phoning our absence line 6249 0699 and 
leaving a detailed message as to the reason they are 
away. You can also let us know via the Skoolbag app. 
 

Validation Forms(Purple forms) 
A reminder that Validation/Consent forms are due. 

Please check all information is correct and change or 

add new information. These need to be returned to class 

teachers promptly or your child will be excluded from 

attending class excursions. 

Netball 
After school netball is played at Creek Road Netball 
Centre, New Town on Tuesday afternoons. 
 
Grade 3 & 4’s - 4:00pm until 4:45pm 
 
Grade 5 & 6’s - 5:00pm until 5:45pm 
 
New roster starts Tuesday 6 March. Boys and Girls 
welcome. 
 
Please contact the office for Sue’s contact details. 

School Banking 
A representative from the Commonwealth Bank will be in 
the courtyard on Thursday 22 February in the morning 
from 8:30 - 9:00am and again in the afternoon from   
2:15 - 3:15pm 

 
 
 
 
 



ELC White Pod News 
Welcome to the Early Learning Centre where we explore, learn and connect. A warm welcome to our new Kinder families and 
welcome back to our returning families. 
  
Walking into our new Early Learning Centre, I can’t help but feel a great sense of pride. We are so incredibly lucky to be able to work 
and learn in this beautiful space. The Early Learning Centre will cater for children from birth – 6 years and has been specially 
designed to nurture and provoke curiosity in our littlest learners. The Early Learning Centre consists of four Kinder classes, three Prep 
classes and our Launch into Learning program. Staff will be as follows –  
 
Kinder Crowell        Launching into Learning 
Teacher: Claire Crowell       Teacher: Caitlyn van Geytenbeek 
Teacher Assistants: Sharon Darcey and Kerrie Leveridge  Teacher Assistant: Sharon Budgen 
 
Kinder Keeling        Prep Grela 
Teacher: Heather Keeling       Teacher: Anne Grela 
Teacher Assistants: Sharon Budgen and Ali Barrow   Teacher Assistant: Christine Nicholson 
 
Kinder van Geytenbeek       Prep Briggs/Le Fevre 
Teacher: Caitlin van Geytenbeek      Teachers: Deb Briggs and Selina Le Fevre 
Teacher Assistant: Tracey Wickham     Teachers Assistant: Brenda Nicholls 
 
Kinder Birch         Prep Doran 
Teacher: Anna Birch        Teacher: Melissa Doran 
Teacher Assistants: Michelle Pace and Karen Kurowski 
 
This year will be my eighth year working at Windermere. I’m so excited that my role as Assistant Principal of the Early Learning 
Centre will allow me to work closely with our youngest learners and their families. I’m also looking forward to working with such a 
dedicated and enthusiastic team who are all 100% committed to delivering quality early childhood education. Please feel free to come 
and see me anytime.  
 
Walking into the Early Learning Centre, you will have noticed some differences to the rest of the buildings and furnishings across our 
school. The building has been inspired internally and externally by the Reggio Emilia approach to Early Childhood education. Reggio 
Emilia is a small town in Italy where this approach to learning first began. The Reggio Emilia approach is relationship driven and 
centred around self-directed learning. A Reggio inspired classroom consists of neutral tones, natural resources, various learning 
spaces, mirrors and lights. There is a strong connection between the outdoor and indoor learning space. Our spaces are designed to 
allow children to take risks, make connections and be curious. The Early Learning Centre staff are on their own learning journey and 
throughout the year we will learn more about this approach to teaching. I am lucky enough to be heading to Italy in the April  holidays 
to visit the town of Reggio Emilia and to see this approach in action. I look forward to sharing this experience with you upon my return.  
 
A new year brings with it a new teacher, a new classroom, new classmates and changes to routine. It is completely normal for 
children this young to feel stressed about these changes or experience some anxiousness/tears at drop off time. The transition into 
Kinder is a big step as is the transition from Kinder to Prep where things are a little more structured. It is important that you as the 
parent remain calm, positive and remember things take time. Our little ones should adjust to these changes in their own time. Please 
rest assured that while you are gone, your child is in the best care and we do all that we can to help them feel happy and safe. 
Generally, the tears stop as soon as grown-ups are out of sight! A useful tip for pick up time is to avoid letting your child see you 
before the bell actually rings. Many of our children become upset when they can see their grown up waiting in the library before pick 
up time. Please talk with your child’s teacher about the best drop off routine for your child.  
 
I look forward to meeting all of our new families and seeing the Early Learning Centre journey unfold.  
 
Kirby Medcraft 
Assistant Principal 
ELC White Pod  

Black Pod News 
What an amazing start we have had to the year in Black Pod! It has been such 
a pleasure to spend time in every single classroom and see that our students 
have returned from the holidays ready to give it their absolute best and begin 
the year in such a positive way. 

We have two new staff members to the school working on our 3/4 team this 
year. Miss Amanda Grainger is teaching with us full time and Miss Olivia Smith 
is working three days sharing with Mr Graham Watkins this term. In addition, 
we would like to welcome Miss Samantha Peck, Mr Matt Rice, Miss Fatima 
Mohamad, and Mr Chris Purtell back to Black Pod. Miss Lauren Priest has 
remained with us in Black Pod and she will also be working closely with Billy 
and Eranthos to help plan wonderful things for our students through the Grow 
kitchen/garden program this year. 

Each of our classes have begun the term discussing classroom rules and 
school expectations. We have revisited Is it Safe? Is it Fair? Does it Show I 
Care? and it has been wonderful to see the vast majority of our students 
considering each of these things before they act in our classrooms and in the 
playground. 

There will be a huge focus on home reading in Black Pod this year. Each 
student has been given a Home Reading folder, a Home Reading record 
booklet, and every child has access to a wide range of home readers at their 
level in the pod library and in their classrooms. We are excited to see which 
class will be the first to have all students to 25 nights of home reading by the 
end of the term and there will be an excellent prize for the first class to achieve 
this. 

Brooke Innis 
A/Assistant Principal 

 
 

Aqua Pod News 
Welcome back to school everyone! We hope you had a wonderful and relaxing break with your families and friends. In Aqua Pod we 
have had an amazing start to the year with students getting to know their new teachers and classmates. We have launched straight 
back into learning with our teachers providing our students with a range of valuable learning opportunities. There are a number of 
familiar faces in Aqua pod this year including Mrs Schierenberg, Mrs Vukic, Ms Zeitzen, Miss Pyke and Ms Corbett along with Mrs 
Lilley teaching Art. We have also welcomed Mrs Lynne Crichton-Gill and Miss Isabella Kerr to our school.  
 
We have already begun our Meet and Greet sessions for the year which are an important part of our Social Skills Program across the 
school. Our focus for this fortnight is related to our hook ‘Think Positively, Speak Positively’ to assist students in overcoming their 
concerns in beginning the school year. We are encouraging our students to think positively when they are out of their comfort zone 
and communicate with others in a friendly manner.  
 
We at Windermere are a nut free school. In Aqua Pod we need to be 
particularly mindful of this as we have a student with a severe nut 
allergy. Please don’t send your child with nuts or any nut based products 
in their lunch box. 
 
We are looking forward to a fantastic year ahead in Aqua Pod that’s full 
of both learning and fun! 
 

Rebecca Jubb 
Assistant Principal 

Purple Pod News 
At Purple Pod we have commenced the year reinforcing the message that, “Today is a fresh start”. This fresh start is most noticeable 
as you arrive at school each day with the changes to our wider school’s physical spaces - including new buildings and play areas. 
However, it is also great to see freshly painted classrooms in Purple Pod with wonderful displays up on the walls and students 
demonstrating great pride in our shared spaces and responsibilities. As I walk through the classes at the start of each morning I am 
impressed at how well the whole pod is embracing our shared morning routines, while dressed with pride in our uniform. The final piece 
of this uniform is very close to arriving with our Grade 6s already spending some mornings trying on leaver’s tops and polos. Our Grade 
6s have also demonstrated their willingness to be leaders in our school with over 20 students courageously and passionately sharing 
speeches to the pod. The level of these speeches was extremely high and impressed all who listened. After final votes we are proud to 
be represented by our 2018 School Captains: Miracal and Astyn. Congratulations! We also have eight new House Captains: Derwent - 
Max  and Karley, Melaleuca - Jack and Genevieve, Connewarre - Abbey and Brydee and Wellington -Ty and Leah. These ten leaders 
are attending a GRIP leadership conference and have already begun working together to bring new ideas to the school. 
 
The start of the year also brings our Grade 5/6 Camps expertly organised by Miss Frances Cole. School camps are a wonderful way of 
building resilience in our students and helping them develop deeper and more productive relationships with their peers and teachers. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Mr Liam Rice to our teaching team, he is already making a positive impact on our 
students’ learning. 
 
Lastly thanks to all the members of the 
community who have made the time to chat to 
me in person, via email or over the phone. I 
strongly believe that the connection between 
home and school is vital for our students, 
whether that’s reinforcing the same social 
messages, supporting our shared pod 
homework or communicating how best to 
provide support in this challenging time of their 
lives. Please continue to use our Class Dojo, 
make times to meet us all and check out our 
communication board in our Pod Library. 
 
I look forward to meeting more of you 
throughout the year. 

 
Ashley Jubb 
Advanced Skills Teacher 
 

 


