
 

 

ISSUE 2- WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH 2018 

Term 1 2018 

 

 Friday 9 March 
     Andrew Hughes Visit 
 Monday 12 March 
     Public Holiday  
 Monday 19 March 
     Interschool Athletic 

Carnival 

 Wednesday 28 March 
     K - 2 Athletics Carnival 

 Friday 30 March 
     Good Friday  
  
 

 

School Times 

9:00 - 11:00 (recess) 

11:00 - 11:20 

11:20 - 1:15  

1:15 - 1:45 (lunch) 

1:45 - 2:45 

Absence Line 

6249 0699 

Call any time to leave a 

message about a student’s 

absence or use our skoolbag 

app 

Term Dates 2018 
 
Term 1  7 Feb - 13 April 
Easter  30 March - 3 April 
Term 2  30 April - 6 July 
Term 3  24 July - 28 Sep 
Term 4  15 Oct - 20 Dec 

Dear families, 
As we move into autumn it is great to see so many of our learning opportunities across the 
school still happening outside whilst we take advantage of the last of the warm days.  
 

Nature play 
Our purple pod students in grades five and six had a week up at Spring Beach, Orford 
engaged in lots of outdoor activities including bushwalking, team building risk games, 
swimming in the surf and archery. Last week as part of their STEM program the 5/6’s headed 
up to the Sustainability Centre at Mount Nelson and undertook several science based 
learning opportunities.  
 

2018 Tasmanian Young Achievers Awards 
A huge congratulations to Kirby Medcraft our Assistant 
Principal based in the ELC building who is one of three finalists 
nominated for this very prestigious award. These awards are 
announced in late April and we wish Kirby all the best in this 
amazing achievement.  
 

Launching into Learning (LIL)  
Every Thursday and Friday Caitlin van Geytenbeek runs her 
fantastic LIL programs out of her Kinder classroom up in the 
ELC. In our first two sessions last fortnight Caitlin saw over fifty 
toddlers over the two days and had 41 in area enrolments for 
kindergarten in 2019 and 6 out of area enrolments.  
 

All of our in area enrolments for 2019 are accepted first and out of area enrolments need to 
fill out an expression of interest enrolment form. As part of the new DoE enrolment policy out 
of area families will be advised about their child’s placement for 2019 Kindergarten in Week 1 
Term 4 provided the Department’s Intention to Enrol form has been completed and returned 
to the school these are stamped with the date received at the office. Also families in area 
intending to enrol their first child to our school should contact me to arrange an enrolment 
meeting. This is not a requirement of families who already have children enrolled in the 
school.  
 

Building updates 
Our building crew are still out and about over our school site busily working on the extended 
car park (nearly done), the new southern ELC playground (6 to 8 weeks away), fencing and 
landscaping the big front oval (6 to 8 weeks away) and revitalising the central courtyard in the 
school over the April school holidays. Our new power linkage to the mains has all been 
redone and completed and now those areas that were dug up are being re-landscaped.  
 

Term one student progress reports 
These reports will come home next week and report on how your child has commenced the 
school year. In addition to these formal reporting processes, all parents are most welcome to 
arrange meetings with their child’s class teacher to discuss their progress and performance at 
school at any time throughout the year. 
 

Grade 3 to 6 Athletics Carnival 
Yesterday Mr Turner delivered another fantastic carnival that was won by Derwent House. A 
big thanks to all of our families for heading out and cheering the kids on and to the students 
for some amazing performances on the track and in the field events. Thanks also to teachers 
for supervising and judging events and of course to the magnificent Matt Turner for his huge 
efforts and organisation in putting on another great carnival. We look forward to the Early 
Years carnival for our Kinder to Grade 2 students.  
 

Duncan Groves 
Principal 

Uniform Shop 
A reminder that the uniform shop is now run through the 
office. Hours are 9:00am - 3:00pm. 
 

Absences 
If your child is absent for any reason you must let school 
know by phoning our absence line 6249 0699 and leaving 
a detailed message as to the reason they are away. You 
can also let us know via the Skoolbag app. 
 

Validation Forms (Purple forms) 
A reminder that Validation/Consent forms are due. Please 

check all information is correct and change or add new 

information. These need to be returned to class teachers 

promptly or your child will be excluded from attending 

class excursions. 

Grade 6 Melbourne Trip 
A reminder that forms and deposit of $150.00 are due by 

Friday 30 March. 

Cadbury’s fundraising chocolates are available from the 

office for Grade 6 students to sell. 

Netball 
After school netball is played at 
Creek Road Netball Centre, New 
Town on Tuesday afternoons. 
 
Grade 3 & 4’s - 4:00pm until 4:45pm 
 
Grade 5 & 6’s - 5:00pm until 5:45pm 
 
The roster for Windermere starts Tuesday 13 March. Boys 
and Girls welcome. 
 
Please contact the office for Sue’s contact details. 

 

School Association 

Easter Raffle 

Fundraiser 

Raffle books are being sent home 
this week. 
 

3 chances to win a $50.00 Easter hamper. 
 

$1.00 each or 3 for $2.00 
 

Please return books by Wednesday 28 March. Raffle 
drawn Thursday 29 March. 



ELC White Pod News 

This week in the Early Learning Centre we began our exciting Nature Play adventure. Nature Play is an opportunity for 
children to participate in unstructured outdoor play. It encourages risk taking, decision making and innovation. Here at 
Windermere we are so incredibly lucky to have the beautiful bush land and foreshore area right at the back of our 
school. This is the area our ELC classes will have the opportunity to explore. 
  

There are so many incredible benefits to allowing children to play in nature. These 
include:  
 

 Supports brain development  

 Encourages creativity and problem solving 

 Increases physical activity 

 Enhances social skills and ability to work with others 

 Builds resilience 
 

On Monday, Prep Grela, Kinder Crowell and Kinder van Geytenbeek had their very first 
Nature Play session with Kara, our Nature Play leader. Children had opportunities to build 
cubbies using natural resources, play in the mud kitchen and look for insects using the 
magnifying glasses. Classes were investigating the question, ‘What things live in the 
bush?’. I asked some children from Prep Grela to tell me about their time at Nature Play.  

 

‘Me and Reagan were building a cubby house what had shade so we didn’t get 
sunburnt’ Asha 
 

‘We were going to build a slide so you can slide down’ 
Reagan 
 

‘I started to make a slide….I fell off’ Asha 
 

‘Why did you put shade on your cubby?’ Miss Medcraft 
 

‘It was too hot and we didn’t want to get sunburnt’ Reagan 
 

‘I was looking for bugs but I couldn’t find any’ Harper 
 

‘I found a moth. I saw its wings’ Jaxon 
 

‘Then me and Owen were finding pine cones and we got 
some rocks too’ Harper 
 

Kirby Medcraft 
A/Assistant Principal 
 

Black Pod News 
In Black Pod this year, our Grade 3/4 students have the opportunity to do something which we have previously only been 
able to offer to Purple Pod students: learning a new language. Each Friday, Ms Ali Lowe joins us and teaches Japanese 
across all of our Grade 3/4 classes and each class have shown enthusiasm and are participating exceptionally well in 
these lessons. They have been learning Japanese greetings, hearing stories about Ms Lowe’s time in Japan, seeing 
some great pictures which help them to understand Japanese culture and society, and learning to count in Japanese. 
 
"I like Japanese because I like learning new words." - Alexis (3/4 S/W) 
 
"I like Japanese because you get to learn new things." - Khiandre (3/4 PR) 
 
"I like Japanese because I like learning how to say the numbers in Japanese." - Zavier (3/4 PP) 
 
As you know, in Black Pod we are having a big push on home reading this year. We have been thrilled this week to be 
able to award our first handful of Home Reading certificates to some students who have already read for 25 nights. 
 
Children who read for 20 minutes each night read for an extra 3,600 minutes each year and are exposed to 1,800,000 
more words than children who don’t read at home. Reading for 20 minutes per night from Kindergarten to Grade 6 is the 
equivalent of reading for 60 school days. All of this also helps children increase their vocabulary and become better 
writers. We are looking forward to giving out many more certificates in the next few weeks. 
 
On Friday, our students will have a visit from Expedition Class educator, Andrew Hughes. Andrew is coming in to talk with 
our students about his newest project, the Wedgie Expedition. This project involves students from many schools who will 
have the opportunity to learn about Wedge-tailed Eagles and become citizen scientists. The projects Andrew runs are 
very interactive and students can track information via the Expedition Class website. It will be great to find out more about 
the Wedgie Expedition! 
 

Brooke Innis 
A/Assistant Principal 

Aqua Pod News 
Wow! It is amazing to realise that we are already in week 5 and half way 
through this term! 
 

Students in Aqua Pod have been extremely busy since the beginning of this 
year with their learning and some of their efforts are now on display around the 
pod. Please come in and have a look at what we have done. 
 

Our Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) focus for this week has been “Prove you 
can move” with all Aqua pod students learning about appropriate and safe ways 
to move around our school and in the classroom. 
 

Students are also busily practising their best writing skills with a whole school 
task that all 1/2’s in Aqua Pod have been encouraged to participate in.  This is a 
narrative with students referring to a picture as their inspiration for their writing. 
 

Mrs Lilley has also put on display some wonderfully colourful and original art 
work that students have done and that were inspired by the book, ‘The dot’ by 
Peter H Reynolds. 
 

Our new ICT classes each week with Mr Purtell are a great hit with all our 
students and they are thoroughly enjoying the experience of learning how to 
use laptops and word processing programs. 
 

A reminder that the Home Reading Rewards program is up and running, and 
that we are once again encouraging all students to practise their reading at 
home each night. Our reward begins with 25 nights of reading and this means 
iPad time, all the way up to 250 night which allows the student to negotiate a 
reward with Mr Groves!  
 

Enjoy the upcoming long weekend. 
 

Claudia Schierenberg 
Advanced Skills and Support Teacher 
 
 

Purple Pod News 
It has been a productive start to the school term in Purple Pod. Each Monday we start our school week in a Connect 
Meeting, a time to celebrate and focus on our Safe, Fair and Care values. We have also started our Word Study and 
Number Study programs which is a great time for students and teachers to target learning. We look forward to deciding on 
how we will celebrate our No Red Card Celebration at the end of the term for those students who always demonstrate our 
values. 
  

We have come back from our week away at camp with big smiles and enthusiasm for the year ahead. We as teachers 
saw students step out of their comfort zone, encourage each other to have a go and peers connecting with others that we 
would not normally see in the classroom. We hope that after your child had a nap, they were full of stories and laughter 
about their camp experience.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve had a lovely start to the new school year and we look forward to continuing to work in partnership with parents and 
families.  
 

Frances Cole 
A/Advanced Skills Teacher 
 

Student Leaders Message 
As the 2018 Student Leadership team, we are enthusiastic about how we can improve our school for all students, leave a 
positive mark on the school and continue to keep up the good works of the previous student leadership teams. We have 
met with Miss Cole to share our ideas and have been brainstorming with each other ever since our names were read out 
2 weeks ago. We are eager to help our community in many ways with an idea for the first fundraiser ready to go so keep 
an eye out. 


